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40,000/ {Rupees forty thousand only) to the Principal, S.V.P. College, Bhabua for disbursement to Dr.,
Bhupendra Shukla, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, SVI* College, Bhabua, Bihor — 821100 for
organizing the World Philosophy Day-2025,

The grand is subject o the following terms and conditions.

] Briel Programme Report alongwith 2-3 photos should be sent in English and Hindi in M5 Word formu, 1o

lecturearicpr.in within 7 days after the programme

The sanctioned amount shall be wiilized for the purpose for which it has been sanctioned and the programme will

be organdzed only on the TopicTheme which vou have mentioned in the application form. In the cose of change

of Topic/Theme, the organizer may obtmn pros approval from 1CPR

The pavee shall exercise reasonable economy in spending the sanctioned smount

Regular accounts shall be¢ maintained in respect of expenditure of the sanctioned amount. TDS and GST as

applicable may be deducied

5. Travel: standard T.A form of the institution may be used for setthement of expenses on travel, In view of the
decision of Government of India for disiovesiment of Air India, it has been decided that in all caves of Air
travel where the Government of India bears the cost of alr passage, alr tickets shall be purchased from any
of these three suthorized Travel Agents:

a) MUs Balmer Lawrie & Company Limited (BLCL)
b MUs Ashok Tours and Travel (ATT)
¢} Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation Lid. (IRCTC)
In case ale toket Is purchased from other porial the payment be restricted to 2™ AC train fure,

6, Immediately afier the programme is over, the pavee shall fumish the detailed Statement of Expenditure and
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7. The pavee sholl submit hard copy of all documents e a brief report of the programme as well as 273 photographs
with the background of banner/back drop eic. with visible loge of ICPR and theme of the event along with o copy
of the seript of the lectures delivered.

8. Apari from the taxa, an honorarium of Rs. 3,000/ for esch lecture may be pmd 1o the Resounce Person/scholur who
deliver the lecture.

4 16 the event is not organized before March 31, 2026 the sanctioned amousit may be relunded 1o the Council
forthwith vin D B, in favour of *Indian Council of Philosophical Research, New Delhi’

10, The organizing departments should invite the sl and students of the department of Philosophy of nearby
Universities/Colleges and also those who are interested in Philosophy.
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‘The sanctioned amount shall be paid through Principal, S.V.P. College, Bhabua through Bank Transfer 1o Ale.
No: 1533104000225212 at IDBI Bank (1FS Code: IBRLOO01533), &

The expenditure will be met from the budget of the Council for the current financial year and debited to the head
of gecount Group D D-VII D General 2202.80.004.11.00.31 World Philosophy Day. Q.A‘_,f’

{Authority: M.S. approval on note page 8N, dated: 29.10.2025).
{Dr. Amit Yadav)
Director, PF&R
Direcior (A&F), ICPR, New Delhi.
Copy 1o:
1. Principal. SVP College. Bhabua, Bihar - 821101
2. Dr. Bhupendra Shukla, Assistant Professor, Depatment of Philosophy, SVP College, Bhobua, Bihar -
821101

10: bhupendrashuklabhu@ gmail.com, Mb: 9532023940
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Proceeding of the Program

On the occasion of World Philosophy Day 2025, a one-day seminar—sponsored
by the Indian Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi—was organized on
March 14, 2026, in the auditorium of the Department of Philosophy at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel College, Bhabhua.

Introduction and Background of the Event :

A one-day seminar was organized at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel College, Bhabhua,
on March 14, 2026, under the patronage of the Honorable Principal, Dr. Shankar Prasad
Sharma, to mark World Philosophy Day 2025. This event was funded by the Indian
Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi. Throughout history, philosophy
has served to guide humanity in the pursuit of knowledge and the quest for truth. To
uphold this glorious tradition, a highly dignified and intellectually stimulating event
celebrating World Philosophy Day 2025 was successfully held on March 14, 2026, in the
auditorium of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel College. This event was not merely a formal
program; rather, it was an endeavor to establish a bridge between the Indian intellectual
tradition and modern conceptual perspectives. This significant seminar was organized
under the joint auspices of the Department of Philosophy, Sardar Patel College, and with
the financial support of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi.
The responsibility for introducing the theme and coordinating the program was
undertaken by Dr. Bhupendra Shukla, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy;
under his expert guidance, in-depth discussions were held regarding various dimensions
of philosophy. The program commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp,
followed by the Saraswati Vandana (invocation to Goddess Saraswati), a welcome
song, and the singing of the university anthem. Subsequently, the dignitaries seated on
the dais were formally welcomed. While introducing the chief guests and special
speakers, Dr.Shukla highlighted the significance of World Philosophy Day. He explained
that philosophy is not merely the study of books, but rather a perspective on life—a

vision that leads us from darkness toward light. Continuing in this vein and delving into
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the core subject matter, he presented philosophy as a means to resolve the contemporary
problems facing society. Dr. Shukla further noted that World Philosophy Day is observed
annually on the third Thursday of November. This initiative was launched by UNESCO
in 2002. The objective behind observing World Philosophy Day is to foster the capacity
for reflection, encouraging individuals to engage in deep thought—specifically critical
thinking—and to enhance their reasoning abilities. Furthermore, it aims to cultivate the
capacity to comprehend and contemplate fundamental questions of human existence—
such as: What is truth? What is the purpose of life? How do we distinguish between right
and wrong? Additionally, philosophy promotes dialogue and tolerance by teaching
people to understand and respect diverse perspectives. By fostering a better
understanding among different cultures and ideologies, philosophy plays a pivotal role in

advancing global peace within society.

The distinguished guest at the program was Dr. Upendra Kumar, Associate
Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion at Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi. His areas of expertise include Western Ethics, General Ethics, Philosophy of
Science, and Analytic Philosophy. In his address, he delivered a profoundly insightful
and logical lecture on the subject of "Critical Thinking and Philosophizing." He
emphasized that the genesis of philosophizing occurs precisely where thought and
curiosity exist. According to him, critical thinking develops wherever thought prevails,
and it is this critical faculty that leads us closer to the truth. How is philosophy to be
understood? What constitutes ethics? It is through the medium of philosophy that we, in
the "school of ethics," learn about various forms of conduct. He stated that knowledge

should always be constructive, never destructive.

Elaborating further on his lecture, Dr. Upendra Kumar noted that in the context of
Indian philosophy, the very word Darshan (philosophy) signifies "Seeing"—that which
is perceived directly or experienced firsthand. He put forward a significant argument:
every subject in the world possesses its own inherent philosophy. The scope of

philosophy encompasses not merely abstract ideas, but also incorporates ethics, logic, and
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the philosophy of science. Emphasizing the necessity of a scientific approach to
philosophy, and citing the example of the Greek philosopher Socrates, he remarked that if
we possess knowledge but fail to apply it correctly in our lives, such a life is rendered
futile. Philosophy teaches us not merely to follow others, but to explore and discover our
own unique path. True philosophy does not consist merely of blindly following in
someone else's footsteps; rather, it lies in subjecting ideas to the rigorous test of logic and
reason. Citing the Western philosopher Kant, he clarified that independent thought
liberates human beings from fear. If an individual possesses the capacity to think
independently, they can free themselves from any form of mental or social apprehension.
Finally, discussing the dialectical philosophy of Hegel and other thinkers, he concluded
that it is only when a dialectical tension arises between two opposing ideas that the
discovery of a common or universally acceptable path becomes possible. In the present
era, it is absolutely essential to adopt philosophy in a practical manner, rather than

viewing it merely from the perspective of academic study.

The keynote speaker and chief guest of the seminar was Shri Prakash Pandey,
former Professor and Head of the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi. His areas of expertise include Classical Indian philosophy,
Contemporary Indian Philosophy and Ethics. In his address, he centered his discussion on
the depth and comprehensiveness of Indian Philosophy. The subject of his lecture was
"Indian Ethics and Their Implications." Opposing the confinement of ethics within any
geographical boundaries, he asserted that ethics itself is neither Indian nor Western;
rather, it is the perspective on ethics—Indian or Western—that varies. Ethics, in essence,
is universal. The Vedas constitute the fundamental source of the Indian knowledge
tradition. He described the Vedas as eternal and Apurusheya(of non-human origin)—
texts that have been classified into four parts based on human needs and for the sake of

intellectual accessibility.

Prof. Pandey presented a beautiful exposition of Vedic literature, classifying it—

based on philosophical principles—into the categories of Samhita, Brahmana,
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Aranyaka, and Upanishad. While highlighting the subtle distinctions between
Astika(orthodox) and Nastika (heterodox) philosophies, he put forward a truly
revolutionary idea. According to him, the Charvaka school of thought has historically
been sidelined and dismissed as being "Anti-Vedic." The Charvaka philosophy interprets
the entire cosmology—the universe—based on Pratyaksha (direct perception), an
approach that is entirely scientific. However, in reality, Charvaka has not received its due
justice. The Charvaka Philosophy, too, offers a powerful framework for interpreting the
"laboratory of life" through the lens of direct empirical experience—a method that is
thoroughly scientific. A significant portion of Prof. Pandey's lecture focused on the
definition of Dharma. In the Indian tradition, Dharma can never be equated with
"Religion" or a specific sectarian creed. Dharma is that fundamental principle which
facilitates an individual's holistic development and aids them in attaining their ultimate
goal: Moksha (liberation). Citing the Mimamsa Philosophy, he stated that the Vedas
instruct us on what actions we ought to perform and what we ought to avoid. That which
is ethical constitutes Dharma, and Dharma, in turn, serves as the very foundation of
ethics. While expounding upon the Purushartha Chaturshthaya - the four aims of
human life described in the Mahabharata (namely Dharma, Artha, Kama, and
Moksha) - he asserted that Dharma must serve as the underlying basis for an
individual's pursuit of Artha (wealth/resources) andKama (desires/pleasures). No human
action can be sustained or endure without the bedrock of ethics and morality. He further
observed that while ethical conduct may or may not ultimately lead to Moksha, it
invariably results in the purification of one's inner consciousness. God has indeed created
this universe, yet He designates human beings as His instruments within it. Consequently,
human beings must accept full personal responsibility for their actions and must refrain
from engaging in any conduct that they themselves would find disagreeable or

unpleasant.

In the final session, Dr. Upendra Narayan Singh, former Professor at Shaheed

Sanjay Singh Women's College, shared his views, stating that the concept of justice is
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conceivable only when grounded in positive thinking and morality. He emphasized the
importance of understanding philosophy by contextualizing it within current
circumstances. According to him, philosophy teaches the one who weeps how to weep—

that is, it imparts the lesson of maintaining patience even amidst sorrow.

The program concluded with the Principal's presidential address. He observed that
the definition of philosophy evolves with every passing era; concomitantly, the
definitions of ethics and morality also undergo transformation. He placed great emphasis
on the cultivation of inner strength, morality, and Dharma. He asserted that the very
essence of all philosophical systems lies rooted in the spirit of universal welfare.
Furthermore, he delivered a profound message: one should never treat others in a manner

that one would find unacceptable for oneself.

The entire program was imbued with intellectual vibrancy. The teachers, research
scholars, and students in attendance deeply internalized the practical dimensions of
philosophy. The vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Sonal. The proceedings were
anchored by Dr. Somesh Shashi, Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemistry,
while Dr. Saurav Singh Vikram, Assistant Professor in the Department of Hindi, served
as the rapporteur. The program drew to a close with the rendition of the National

Anthem.

Principal Convener
/\/ Y‘V\/ |
(Dr. S.P. Sharma) (Dr Bhupendra Shukla)
SVP College, Bhabua SVP College, Bhabua
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